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Suzette Kelo was just trying to rebuild her life when she purchased a falling down Victorian house

perched on the waterfront in New London, CT. The house wasn't particularly fancy, but with lots of

hard work Suzette was able to turn it into a home that was important to her, a home that

represented her new found independence. Little did she know that the City of New London,

desperate to revive its flailing economy, wanted to raze her house and the others like it that sat

along the waterfront in order to win a lucrative Pfizer pharmaceutical contract that would bring new

business into the city. Kelo and fourteen neighbors flat out refused to sell, so the city decided to

exercise its power of eminent domain to condemn their homes, launching one of the most

extraordinary legal cases of our time, a case that ultimately reached the United States Supreme

Court. In Little Pink House, award-winning investigative journalist Jeff Benedict takes us behind the

scenes of this case -- indeed, Suzette Kelo speaks for the first time about all the details of this

inspirational true story as one woman led the charge to take on corporate America to save her

home.

Hardcover: 416 pages

Publisher: Grand Central Publishing; First Edition edition (January 26, 2009)

Language: English

ISBN-10: 0446508624

ISBN-13: 978-0446508629

Product Dimensions:  6 x 1.1 x 9 inches

Shipping Weight: 1.4 pounds (View shipping rates and policies)

Average Customer Review:  4.6 out of 5 starsÂ Â See all reviewsÂ (60 customer reviews)

Best Sellers Rank: #299,444 in Books (See Top 100 in Books)   #67 inÂ Books > Law > Business >

Property   #333 inÂ Books > Law > Legal History   #559 inÂ Books > History > Europe > Great

Britain > England

When Susette Kelo's five boys grew up and moved out of the rural house she shared with her

husband it became apparent that their marriage was no longer working. Susette made the decision

to leave him and move out on her own. Having also made the decision to use no money from their

joint account all Susette was able to afford was a small fixer upper on the waterfront in New London,

Connecticut.Around the same time Susette purchased her new home and began to fix it up. The



New London Development Corporation was formulating a plan to re-develop the waterfront which

included the Ft. Trumbull area where Susette's house was located by selling the land to the

pharmaceutical company Pfizer.When Susette and more than a few of her neighbors refused to sell,

the city and the NLDC tried to take their homes using eminent domain, the law which allows the

state to seize a citizen's private property for public use. What resulted was court case that made it

all the way to the Supreme Court and a fight that lasted over 9 years.Blurb: "In Little Pink House,

award-winning investigative journalist Jeff Benedict takes us behind the scenes of this case --

indeed, Susette Kelo speaks for the first time about all the details of this inspirational true story as

one woman led the charge to take on corporate America to save her home."The amazing spirit of

Susette Kelo and the other families that refused to leave is so moving. They refused to back down

when it seemed impossible that they would ever win. I admire they way Susette showed no sign of

weakness in front of the big corporation and the rest of her opposition.The news stories about the

case became national news and the Supreme Court ruling became one of the most unpopular

rulings of all time.

This book is a case study on the disconnect between the American people and their government at

both the state and federal levels. It shows that the bureaucrats in Washington and Hartford (in this

instance) simply operate in a world of their own that has no connection with the reality of the life of a

typical American citizen.(Addendum to this review: In November of 2009, Pfizer announced that it

was closing its New London office, thereby reinforcing the harsh criticism of the inept development

planners in New London -- as well as the critics of the controversial U.S. Supreme Court ruling

against the local homeowners and in favor of the commercial development of New London on

Pfizer's behalf. Moreover 43 states have since enacted legislation preventing the kind of eminent

domain taking that is described in this book.) The book's author, Jeff Benedict, tells the tale of a

woman in New London, Connecticut and seven of her neighbors who watched in horror as their

government proceeded to use eminent domain to seize their private homes and eventually bulldoze

them to the ground in an effort to help the Pfizer drug company expand its research facilities in the

town of 25,000 people on the Connecticut shore. Worse, when the woman, Susette Kelo, and her

supporters seek justice at the nation's highest judicial level, the U.S. Supreme Court rules that the

town has the right to seize private property to further commercial interests, all in the name of the

"public good" - even though the commercial interests destroy lives in local neighborhoods. The

whole New London episode was, in a word, a scam against the private property rights of American

citizens.
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